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100 Club - The June winner was June
Schroder. June is a regular member of the
congregation and it was lovely to be able to
immediately present the prize. The July draw
for £50 is the last draw of the year. I do hope
that we can have another successful year for
the 100 Club which is a valuable fund raiser.
Thank you to all who have bought/ sold
tickets.
Energy bills - We are all only too aware of the
massive increase in our domestic gas and
electricity bills. The Church is considered to be
a Business and does not benefit from the price
cap. As church treasurer I was shocked to
receive an electricity bill in February from
Utility Warehouse (UW) for £500 (some £400
more than we would expect). Whilst I was sure
that the Bill was incorrect, despite long
telephone calls I could get no help from our
supplier, the Utility Warehouse. I discussed
the situation with members of the
congregation. We were subject to storms in
February which damaged our supply line at
the pole in the road. Chris was convinced that
this had  affected the electricity meter and
blown an amplifier and lighting in the toilet. We
had to pay UW but Chris pursued the matter
with UK power networks locally and with their
customer services people and as a result we
have received a cheque for £500 to cover the
overcharge and damage. On behalf of the
Parish I am sure that you would all join me in
thanking Chris for both the satisfactory
outcome and his diligence and patience.
Norman

Recently Canon Paul had to have an
operation on his shoulder. In an email to
Norman he wrote that it went well and that he
is coping with doing things in his new flat one-
handed.
At the PCC meeting in June it was agreed
that the cover price of PEWTALK should be
increased to £1. The price has remained at
50p since January 2018 and no longer reflects
the real cost of production. It was also agreed
that the price for an annual subscription would
be £10 i.e. a discount of £2. As editor I trust
that our parish magazine will still be seen to be
good value for money and a “good read”.
Our second café church will be at St. Francis
at 4.30pm on Sunday 17th July. This is a
service of Holy Communion but in an informal
setting and with refreshments. Why not come
and see what it’s all about - you will be most
welcome.
The Thurrock foodbank report that in the year
2021 – 2022 we fed 7,628 Thurrock residents of
which 3,590 were children. Folk in our parish
also donated 740.8kg of food which was much
appreciated. Currently the foodbank face the
perfect storm of increasing need because of the
rising cost of living (esp. fuel) and a reduction in
donation for similar reasons. If you would like to
give food your donations can be left at St.
Catherine’s on a Sunday morning or St. Francis
on Wednesday morning.
Advance notice that the next edition of Pewtalk
will be published early in August which is why
the calendar in this edition includes some dates
in August.

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be with
those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Reflections from The Rectory
Having recently been away on annual leave I had some much needed
time to be still, to relax and ‘notice’ nature all around me. The holiday
cottage was surrounded by fields of sheep safely grazing, trees that
welcomed a wide variety of birds and plenty of other wildlife including
squirrels, rabbits, fox cubs, bats and butterflies. Time spent being
observant on God’s creatures great and small served as a reminder
that creation needs our care and attention. And the Church seeks to
be ‘actively’ involved in this.

From the first words of Genesis through to the Gospels and beyond, our understanding of
God is shaped by our relationship to the land we inhabit.  God has given humanity a signifi-
cant capacity to use the resources of the earth for our own enjoyment, but with that capacity
also comes a great responsibility.  That responsibility is to care for God’s creation, not to un-
dermine or destroy it.
We believe that the two commandments of Christ: to love God and to love our neighbour; are
inherent in protecting the environment.  Why would someone who loves God want to destroy
the beautiful gift that He has given us, of a home rich in diversity of plant and animal life?
Likewise, why would someone who truly loves their neighbour (in the widest sense, of loving
all humanity), want to destroy the world that their neighbour inhabits, for their own personal
gain?
The Church therefore takes care for the environment very seriously.  In fact, it is one of the
Anglican Communion’s Five Marks of Mission. They are:

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
• To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
• To respond to human need by loving service
• To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and

pursue peace and reconciliation
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the

life of the earth
And in response to this The Church of England is going green! In order to play its part in tackling
the climate emergency it hopes to have reduced its carbon consumption to net-zero by 2030.
Chelmsford Diocese has pledged to go further than this and become an Eco Diocese. That
means they are encouraging churches within the diocese to see what they can do to become
more environmentally friendly.
The steps they suggest each parish takes are: to pray about it, discuss as a PCC, measure
energy use, switch to a green energy supplier, create a zero carbon plan, become an Eco
church and involve the community.



In response to this vision ‘Faith and the Environment’ will become a regular agenda item for
the PCC of this parish and I shall keep you updated of our discussions and progress.
In the meantime, maybe ponder on the last line of a very famous lyric sung by Louis
Armstrong, ‘And I think to myself ~ what a wonderful world’.

Every Blessing to all,

The new Archdeacon of Southend

In the organisation of the Church of England our parish is in the
deanery of Thurrock which is in the Archdeaconry of Southend.
Since the Venerable Mike Lodge’s retirement in the autumn last
year there has been a vacancy for an  Archdeacon. On 26th

June, at a service in Chelmsford cathedral, Revd. Canon Mike
Power was appointed (in the church’s jargon “collated” and
“installed”) as the new Archdeacon of Southend.
Before taking on the responsibilities of archdeacon, Mike
served as Mission and Stewardship Adviser for the Bradwell Episcopal Area. At the
same time, he served as Associate Priest at St Margaret’s Bowers Gifford in North
Benfleet.
He was previously Vicar of St Edward the Confessor Romford between 2015 and 2020
and Area Dean of Havering between 2018 and 2020. He also served as Priest in Charge
at Ascension Collier Row between 2019 and 2020.
Before his ordination in 2012, Mike worked as a theatre producer.
On his appointment he commented:
“I am delighted to have the opportunity to be able to serve the parishes and worshipping
communities of the Southend Archdeaconry in this role. These have been challenging
times for our churches and those who we serve. But as I have got to know and
ministered alongside church leaders and their congregations in recent months, I’ve seen
the incredible work they do in service to God and to their local communities. It is with a
great sense of hope, that I look forward to supporting and serving them as their
Archdeacon”
And the Bishop of Chelmsford,the Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani said:
 “I’m delighted that Mike has accepted the role of Archdeacon of Southend. He has a
great affection for the churches and people of the Southend Archdeaconry and will bring
tremendous energy and skill as he serves and ministers alongside them. Mike’s
experience in local parish ministry will also be of great value to the Bishop’s Leadership
Team and our wider diocesan family.”



An English Vineyard
Following a visit to an English vineyard, which
was established in the picturesque
Sussex  countryside, just north of Hastings,
more than 30 years ago. They have  quickly
gained international recognition for their award
winning English wines.
The grapes are estate grown, hand-picked,
produced and bottled at a family vineyard in an
area of outstanding natural beauty.
The visit included a talk, a  tour, wine tasting
and refreshments. You could choose either a Ploughmans lunch or afternoon tea. It was
an enjoyable way to spend either the morning or afternoon in the company of other visitors
to the area.
For centuries the English were more focused on drinking wine than producing it. In 2020, the
UK ranked 5th in the world for overall wine consumption, but in terms of wine production,
it won’t even make it into the top 20. Things are starting to change though.
Due to its cold climate, wine production in England was far from ideal. Nevertheless, due
to the increase in temperature in the last decade, that has changed dramatically. Vineyards
are becoming a common sight in counties such as Essex, Sussex, and Kent, where more
varieties of wine can be produced due to the drier and warmer climate. Also, the area’s
limestone soil is ideal for growing the grapes used to make sparkling wine.
English viticulture has undergone considerable change, partly influenced by the effects of
climate change, particularly in the south. This slight temperature increase has brought
England’s climate closer to that of the Champagne regions of Northern France and has
allowed English vineyards to grow the true ‘Champagne’ varieties: Chardonnay, Pinot Noir,
and Pinot Meunier.
As time has passed, the establishment of more UK vineyards has led to a considerable
increase in experience and, therefore, more comprehensive knowledge, leading to better
yields and, more importantly, better quality of yield. English sparkling wines are now hitting
the top awards in many blind-taste tests across the world.
Our wines have gained prestige and unrivalled respect in the global wine community and
have been recognised in competitions such as the International Wine and Spirit
Competition, the Decanter World Wine Awards, and many more.
If you would like a different kind of day out, Jeannie and I would definitely recommend a
visit to one of our many vineyards. We would be happy to let you know which vineyard we
visited and would definitely recommend it.
With blessings

Kathy



Notes of the June meeting of the Parochial Church Council

The P.C.C. met in St. Catherine’s on 28th June with Revd. Michèle in the chair.
After opening with prayer the minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.
The main topic for the meeting was “Eco Church”. Introducing the topic Revd. Michèle
explained that the Church of England had
set a target of becoming “net zero carbon”
by 2030 and that the Chelmsford Diocese
(along with all the others in the C of E) had
signed up to become an “eco diocese”. She
also pointed out that one of the 5 marks of mission of the Anglican Consultative Council
was “to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the
earth”.
The tool that the diocese has adopted is “Eco Church” which is a scheme run by A
Rocha UK that makes “bronze”, “silver” and “gold” awards based on the progress made
by a church to reduce its environmental impact. Chris and Kim pointed out that, at the
deanery synod it was clear that several churches in Thurrock already had a “bronze”
award. More information about the eco church scheme can be found on the A Rocha
website at https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/. To read more about environmental matters
in our diocese see  https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/environment-landing.
As a start on our path towards becoming an eco church it was agreed that Chris and
Kim would attempt to complete the A Rocha questionnaire for consideration at the
September P.C.C. meeting.
It was agreed that to improve our recycling at St. Catherine’s and St. Francis we would
provide a separate bin for recyclables. It was also noted that Superdrug provide
recycling facilities for medicine “blister” packs.
The meeting then progressed to consider the general business of the parish.
In his report, Colin Strong told that meeting that, now that the community payback team
was once again available to cut the church yard grass, he would try to get them in the
middle of each month with our volunteers cutting at the end. He also said that he would
arrange to get the grass cutting equipment serviced and intended to get a mini skip to
clear a build-up of items removed from graves. Both of our wardens had been “sworn in”
at a service on 26th June at which the newly appointed Archdeacon of Southend had
spoken of the financial difficulties of the Diocese and the need for parishes to pay their
“parish share”.
The Treasurer’s report once again showed that our regular expenses exceed our
income. This is due in no small way to the increase in utility costs coupled with a



“Monkey World” the Ape Rescue Centre

I had never heard of Monkey World in the late 90s
until my daughter and husband had a holiday in
Dorset, visited it, and made me a sponsor for Trudy
a chimpanzee homed there.
Trudy was with Chipperfield’s circus and Mary
Chipperfield’s treatment of Trudy was abusive and
cruel. Twelve charges of animal cruelty were made
against her and Trudy then came to monkey world.

I renew my membership each year and receive a new photo of her, a certificate, and a free
entry ticket to the park together with three issues of the Ape Rescue Chronicle which keeps
me up to date with what is going on at the park.
I like this charity as it uses 100% of your donation on the care of animals, there are no raffle
tickets, or odd amounts of cash, for this or that.
In 2001 a story appeared in one of the Chronicles of a baby chimp in Sierra Leone where
the Royal Marines were stationed with the United Nations. They had come into a village
where the children were tormenting a baby chimp, his mother had been killed and eaten.
A major Hermer was appalled at the treatment and asked to speak to the head of the village,
and after discussions, gave him £10 for the chimp, which he called Harry and took back to
camp.
He contacted Monkey World for Harry's care and the camp had an “extra”! I bet that was
fun!! The time came for a return to England and the major wasn't happy with the chimp
rescue centre in Freetown, little cash and too many animals, so the major asked the Minister
of Agriculture if Harry could come to Monkey world and he agreed!! However, at the last
minute the minister contacted Monkey World for extra money before papers would be
issued. Blackmail (which we don't do). Needless to say Harry didn't survive.
I was so angry, and I shot up to Grays Office Supplies to have Harry's picture enlarged so
that I could try to paint him for the major. At the time I had discovered pastels and with help
from art classes managed to do two pictures of Harry, one for the major, and one to sell,
but that one is now in the office at Monkey World.

reduction in regular giving. Norman noted that we have been able to continue to make
our “parish share” contributions in full.
There followed a discussion on fund raising which had been severely curtailed over the
past two years. Several ideas were floated and it was agreed that a small group would
give the topic more thought outside of the meeting a present ideas at the September
meeting.



When the major returned to England I had a lovely letter from him, but he had given his picture
to his left Lieutenant Colonel, who'd played a prominent part with Harry. He asked if please would
I do another for him! Not easy, but back to the drawing board and with a couple of changes, got
Harry's likeness again, did two and one is in my living room!
It's nice, even after the years have passed, that those who cared so much for Harry can recall
the times they had in camp. I bet he entertained them, and I am sure that they have precious
memories of him.

Ruth Turnnidge
After reading Ruth’s article, if you would like to find out more about Monkey World and its work,
they have a website which is at:-  https://monkeyworld.org/     ………………..Ed

Mendel, the peas, and the beginning of genetics - by Tim Lenton
Two hundred years ago, on 20th July 1822, Gregor Mendel was born.
The Austrian/Czech friar and botanist discovered the laws of heredity
and created what eventually became the science of genetics.

Born to a relatively poor but devoutly Roman Catholic farming family
in what was then Moravia, in the Austrian empire, Johann Mendel (he
became Gregor after he joined the Order of St Augustine) became a
monk partly to relieve “perpetual anxiety about means of livelihood”,
but his faith was clear and frequently expressed.

He was also a meteorologist, mathematician and teacher, but his
ground-breaking experiments with pea plants between 1856 and 1863
demonstrated the action of something invisible – now called ‘genes’ – in determining the
inherited traits of an organism. Although he announced his results and published them in
1866, the significance of his work was not appreciated by scientists until around 1900, when
his experiments were verified – another example of the consensus of scientists failing to
recognise the validity of different ideas.

He was elected Abbot in 1868, and after that his life was taken up largely by administrative
duties – including a long dispute about payment of religious taxes. He died in January 1884
of chronic nephritis. Czech composer Leoš Janáček played the organ at his funeral.

Mendel’s work was introduced to Britain in the early years of the 20th century by William
Bateson, the first Director of the John Innes Centre in Norwich – the first research institute
devoted to Mendelian genetics in Britain. He translated Mendel’s paper from German into
English, championed his work and coined the word ‘genetics’.

A real friend will not visit you in prosperity unless he is invited, but when you are in
adversity he will call without invitation. – Anon





PARISH DIARY FOR  JULY
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments. Please see our
weekly newsletter for the latest information. It can be found on our

Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk
N.B. The calendar this month extends into August because next month’s  edition of

Pewtalk will not be published until early in August.

      3 Jul     3rd Sunday after Trinity
    “Worshipping together”  St. Catherine’s                  10.00am

        Baptism at St. Catherine’s     3.00pm
                           Service of Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s   4.30pm
       6 Jul     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis                10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
       7 Jul  Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm

      10 Jul   4th Sunday after Trinity
  Parish communion at St. Catherine’s      10.00am
      11 Jul Bible Study and Fellowship group at St. Francis    10.30am-noon
      13 Jul    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis       10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
      14 Jul     Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm

      17 Jul   5th Sunday after Trinity
    “Worshipping together” at St. Catherine’s              10.00am

          Café church with Holy Communion at St. Francis     4.30pm
      20 Jul     Morning Prayer at St. Francis        10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
      21 Jul  Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm
      23 Jul Church cleaning and churchyard tidy-up at St. Catherine’s    10.00am-noon

      24 Jul   6th Sunday after Trinity
  Parish communion at St. Catherine’s        10.00am
        Baptism at St. Catherine’s    12.00noon
     25 Jul  Bible Study and Fellowship group at St. Francis    10.30am-noon
     27 Jul     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis        10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
      28 Jul  Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm

      31 Jul   7th Sunday after Trinity
  Parish communion at St. Catherine’s        10.00am
         Baptism at St. Catherine’s    12.00noon
                  Open afternoon at St. Catherine’s    2.00-4.00pm

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during June
Baptisms
  None
Weddings

20 June  Terry Atkins & Amy Wattie
Committal of ashes

12 June  Fred & Gwyneth  Skinner
Funerals
  29 June  Eunice Byron
Burials

None

        3 Aug     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        4 Aug  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

       7 Aug     8th Sunday after Trinity
    “Worshipping together” at St. Catherine’s             10.00am

                           Service of Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s   4.30pm

Reaching the deepest place on earth - by Tim Lenton
One hundred years ago, on 28th July 1922, Jacques Piccard, the Swiss oceanographer and
engineer, was born in Belgium. He is best known for developing deep-sea submarines, and
for becoming one of the first two people to reach the Mariana Trench, the deepest point on
earth.
He came from a family known for daring achievements. His father Auguste set height records
in ballooning, reaching the stratosphere, and later with his son adapted the technology involved
in that achievement to create the bathyscaphe for deep sea exploration. As a result, the Piccard
family made both the highest flight and the deepest dive.
Jacques Piccard taught economics at the University of Geneva before leaving to concentrate
on deep sea research. His revolutionary vessel, developed with his father, was bought by the
US Navy for salvage and rescue.
On 23rd January, 1960, Piccard and Lt Don Walsh, a submarine officer, descended to 35,800
feet in a chasm of the Marianas Trench known as Challenger Deep. There were no on-board
experiments or scientific equipment. They finally touched down in "snuff-coloured ooze" where
they found, amazingly, a flat fish and a new type of shrimp.
The Piccards followed this success by developing further vessels, including tourist submarines
and another exploratory vessel that followed the Gulf Stream and studied its various features.
Jacques Piccard, who died in 2008, also formed the Foundation for the Study and Preservation
of Seas and Lakes. His son Bertrand, with Brian Jones, made the first non-stop
circumnavigation of the world by balloon in 1999 (Switzerland-Egypt, 20 days).



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road
Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com

mailto:warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
mailto:warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com

